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''A river coming from the  north and   turning
south-eastward to the sea,  forms an arm of Land, a
mile and a half in length and 600 yards  in breadth.
Nearly in the middle of this ground stands the fort,
of which the construction by repeated mistakes was
become so absurd, that it was much less defensible
than many of the ancient barons' castles of Europe.
The face towards the river was choked  by houses,
A whole town lay within 300 yards to the   north, a
village at the same distance to the south, and
several buildings on each of these sides stood much
nearer the walls ; towards the sea, the esplanade
was clear, excepting a saluting battery, where a
lodgment might be easily made; after many  injudi-
cious additions of works round the fort, which only
made it worse, it was found   necessary to throw up
an entrenchment to the north, beyond the town, in
the shoulder of the peninsula, quite across from the
river to the sea, with a battery at each extremity,
and another on a hillock  near   the  centre but this
was commanded by a sand-hill directly opposite,
and within point-blank. The access across the river
from the south was sufficiently secured by batteries,
which commanded not only  the passage, but the
entrance   of   the   river   itself,   through which all
embarkations from the sea must gain the shore, as
the surf prevents even a boat from   landing on the
beach.   Indeed the whole scheme of the defences
seemed to have been calculated only to oppose the
attempts of prirates and Polygars.   The garrision
consisted of 150 excellent   Europeans,   and  300
sepoys; the English families in the town   were 50
persons.

On the same day that the van of Mr, Bussy's
army appeared in sight, the Company's ship Marlbo-
rough anchored in the road, on board of which was
the Chief Engineer of Madras proceeding to Bengal*
He landed, and having the next morning reviewed
the works with Captain Charles Campbell, who
commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that
the extent could not be defended, even with a much
greater force; and advised that all the Europeans
should be immediately embarked, and the Sepoys,
with two or three officers, left to make the best
capitulation they could; but all the boat and fisher-
men had deserted in the night, and the wind blew
so strong from the sea, that none but those
accustomed could manage the boats over the bar,
which that of the Marlborough carrying back the
engineer experienced, being twice overset and a
inan drowned before she got out, At noon, cannon

appeared on the sand hill; soon after, the mainbody
of the enemy, and a summons to surrender; after
two or three messages, the capitulation was signed
at 11 at night. AH the Europeans, whether troops
or inhabitants, were to be prisoners of war; the
sepoys and natives free to go where they liked; the
Company's effects, capture; individuals, Mr. Bussy
saidr should have no reason to complain; he kept
his word with the utmost liberality, resigning
without discussion what so ever property any one
claimed as his own. The Marlborough having
anchored at the Dutch factory of Bhiinilipatam, 12
miles to the northward, he permitted the chief,
Mr. Percival, Captain Campbell, and several others
to proceed in her to Bengal".

The subsequent history of the '.Vizagapatam
settlement its seizure from the French by the Raja
of Vizianagaram in 1758, the expulsion of the French
from the Circars by Colonel Forde's expedition in
the next year, the eventual cession of the country
to the English in 1765 etc., have already been
described in some detail above.

The twelve years of anarchy which followed
Bussy's departure had enabled the Raja of Viziana-
garam to make himself more powerful than ever.
The Raja, Ananda Razu who had accompanied
Forde's expedition died of small-pox at Rajah-
mundry. He had no son, and the widow of his
predecessor Viziarama Razu, had adopted Venkata-
pati Razu a boy of twelve and the second son of
her husband's cousin Ramabhadra Razu and caused
him to assume the name of Viziarama Razu, by
which he was afterwards so well-known. This boy
had a half brother, considerably older than himself,
named Sitarama Razu who cherished considerable
resentment because of his apparent supersession.
Thus owing to the new Raja's minority; all authority
and State fell into Sitarama's hands and for very
many years he succeeded in maintaining the position
of superiority over his younger brother.

The two brothers were very powerful. They
controlled almost alt the districts except the Haveli
land near about Vizagapatam, Kadimkota, and
Chicacole, In 1761 they seized by force much of
the Estate of Parlakimedt in Ganjarru When the
English came into possession of the country they
persuaded the brothers to relinquish Partakimedi
and settled a poshkash of three lakhs annually and
rest of their estate. This also included indefinite
rights in Jeypore,